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Sit mihi fas audita loqui 
Virc. Ain, VI. 266. 


at Mr. Aimwell’s. Harriot was fur- 
rounded by a brilliant groupe of her 
own fex. After the fafhionable com- 
plements were exchanged, the conver- 
fation turn’d infenfibly on the prefent 
pofture of our national affairs. I had the fatisfaction 
to hear all the fair ones inveigh, with a noble anti- 
gallican {pirit, againft the defigns of our reftlefs, am- 
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bitious, and enterprizing Neighbours, and warmly de- 
clare they would freely part with all their ornaments and 
nicknacks, toys and trinkets, to raife an army for the 
defence of old England: One of them faid fhe wou’d 
chearfully refign her Indian porcelain, or be contented to 
pay a yearly tax in proportion to its value, which wou’d 
encourage our own Manufacture, fhe faid, and check tke 
Importation of a Commodity, by which we lofe fo much 
of our Silver. Another protefted fhe would not only give 
up her Bracelets and Diamond-Coach-and-fix, but even 
part with Pompey’s filver Collar, for her Country’s Good. 
A Third faid, fhe had that morning difcarded Frifeur, her 
Hiair-cuttter, and ordered Clip to take Care of her Head 
for the future, in order. to fhow her thorough averfion 
to every thing French, And a Fourth vowed with a 
great deal of vehemence, that fhe would put on Regi- 
mentals, if the French landed, and fight to the laft 
_ drop of her Blood for King GEORGE and the Proteftant 
Caufe. Harriot {miled at this Lady’s martial declara- 
tion, which fhe uttered with the fpirit of an Amazon, 


“and made this reply to it: —-I admire your zeal, Ma-- 


dam, againft the French, exceflively: it is at this cri- 
tical juncture particularly laudable: but Iam of opinion, 


neverthelefs, that Women, by equipping themfelves in 


a warlike manner, ufurp the province of the Men, of 
whom there is undoubtedly a fufficient number to de- 
fend us. "Tis our bufinefs rather to infpire them with 
Courage, by liftening to the addrefles of thofe only who 
have difcovered a proper regard for our Religion and 
Liberties, either by arming, or exciting others to arm, 
again{ft the profefs’d Enemies to both. 


I was juft going to commend my Ward for her fen- 
fible obfervations, when a lively little Tdzug, who had 
caft feveral glances at me, in order, I fuppofe, to make 
a conqueft of me, notwithftanding my age, and the 
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gravity of my deportmeént, thus prevented me.— “ All 
arts, faid fhe, to induce Men to fight for their Coun- 
“try, fhould I think de allowed; and I think more- 
‘over, that all leers, nods, ogles, winks, and taps, 
“ fhould be tolerated and encouraged for the welfare 
“ of the State, and not deem’d coquettifh, immudeft 
« and unbecoming.” —‘* And to what purpofe, I be- 
‘« feech you, Madam, replied a young Lady who fat 
“ by her, will be all thefe incitements to Love, if the 
« orand point, Matrimony, which I imagine, we all 
« have in view, is not gained by them? The Men, to 
« do them juftice, are ready enough to flatter us and 
“ toy with us, but to fettle for life, and fet down in 
“a family way — There's the Rub. And for my part, 
«< — think, to have the Land over-run with fingle Men, 
«is ten times worfe than an Invafion. — This fpeech 
occafioned a horfe-laugh, which was followed by fuch 
bitter invectives againft unmarried Men, that I was a 
little difconcerted (for I could not help thinking their 
Raillery very ill-timed, but young Folks will be young 
Folks) and retired to my Lodgings fooner than I in- 
tended. — The things J had heard made fo great an 
impreflion on my mind, that when J went to reft, I 
fell into a kind of Dream. 


Several alterations were, methought, made in the 
Englifob Government. A new branch of it was vefted 
in the hands of a hundred Females of different ages, 
who were empowered by a Charter to take cognizance 
of all national grievances which fhould arife from the 
iil conduct of the Male Sex, and to inflict on the of- 
fending parties the punifhments which they thought, 
upon mature deliberation, adequate to their crimes and 
mifdemeanors. I was placed in the Gallery of their 
Senate-houfe, when they were engaged in a warm debate 
about a ‘Tax on Batchelors, in order to punifh them for 
their averfion to Matrimony. As I was myfelf deeply 
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interefted in this debate, I liften’d to it auribus arreétis, 
with an eager attention. 


Several Virgins who had paffed their grand climac- 
teric, full of vexation that the matrimonial Queftion 
had never been put to them, afferted with no {mall 
earneftnefs, that Batchelors deferved no mercy, becaufe 
they finned with their eyes open, and moved that they 
fhould undergo the operation fo much in vogue in 
Italy, by which means, they faid, the Managers of the 
Opera Houfe would be able to entertain the Town 
without throwing away immenfe fums on Ricctarelli’s 
and Pazagh’s. Some Ladies were of opinion, that the 
fingle Men fhould be banifhed to the Highlands of Scoz- 
land; and others propofed that they fhould be taxed to 
the amount of half their annual Incomes, arifing either 
from landed Eftates ot the publick Funds, which fhould 
fupport a Body of Light-Horfe, to prevent fmuggling 
and wreck-making in time of Peace, and invafions in 
time of War. A knot of young Females, brifk and 
debonnair, infifted, that no Fines could fufficiently pu- 
nifh the Fribbles and Bucks of their Acquaintance, and 
therefore made a motion, that if they fhould prefume 
to remain in a fingle ftate after two months notice had 
been given them (not at Churches, but at all other 
public places, particularly the Theatres in Drury-Lane, 
Covent-Garden and the Hay-market, and the Play-Houfe 
in St. 7 ss Street) fhould be forthwith enlifted with- 
out diftinétion. The Nobility fhould be General Officers, 
the Gentry Subalterns, and the Tradefmen and Mecha- 
nics common Soldiers. They agreed, however, that 
Merit fhould be particularly rewarded, and that a mif- 
behaving General fhould lofe his Rank, and be fuc- 
ceeded by the worthieft and ableft Man in the Corps. 
This laft Regimental Scheme was received with loud 
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der’d it to be publifhed and executed with all poffible 
expedition, 


After this Tax was unanimoufly agreed to, a Lady 
ftarted up with a great deal of vivacity, and thus ad- 
drefled her companions. —A word or two, Ladies, if 
you pleafe before the Houfe is adjourned. I have a 
Scheme to communicate, which is of as much confe- 
quence to our Sex, as the Longitude is to a Sailor, or 
the Philofopher’s Stone to a Mifer.—I move, Ladies, 
that Courtfhip may be henceforward our Province ; for 
I can make it clearly appear, that we have more lei- 
fure and inclination to practife the art of wooing, and 
are able to conduct an Intrigue with more addrefs than 
the Men, who are all ready to allow that we have 
the advantage over them in the management of the 
Tongue, the volubility of which, let me tell you La- 
dies, has a very confiderable weight on fo interefting an 
occafion. ‘This fpeech was fo well received by the 
gay and youthful part of the aflembly, that they rat- 
tled their Fans, clapped their Hands, and fhewed their 
hearty approbation of it by a great variety of exulting 
Signs, which I cannot at prefent recollect: they alfo 
declared, that the Lady who propofed fo excellent a 
Scheme deferved the Thanks of the Houfe for hitting 
upon it, But their burfts of merriment were foon in- 
terrupted by a venerable Matron, who rofe from her 
feat with the dignity of a ‘fumo, and thus deliver’d her 
fentiments on the caufe of them with the Elocution of 
a Minerva ;— “1 am very forry I am obliged to differ 
from the Lady who fpoke laft: but cannot think it 
becoming to follow the Scheme which fhe has pro- 
pofed. By making our addreffes to the Men, we thall 
defeat our own defigns entirely, for the:r Indifference 
always rifes in proportion to our Forwardnefs. Modetty 
is allowed by them to be our moft fhining Virtue, and 
Delicacy and Softnefs our moft alluring Charms. The 
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two Sexes will always appear unamiable to each other, 
by affuming an unnatural behaviour. —Mafculine Wo- 
men and effeminate Men are in my opinion equally 
difagreeable. Let us then make ufe only of the charms 
I have mention’d, for they will gain an admirer, and 
fix a friend, much fooner than bold looks, _ pert Jan- 
guage and affected airs, by which too many heedlefs 
Females think to attract the Eyes and fecure the Af- 
fections of thofe who gaze upon them. I wifh fuch 
Females would attend ferioufly to the following lines : 


The roving eye, the bofom bare, - 
The forward laugh, the wanton air 
May catch the Fop, for Gudgeons ftrike 
At the bare hook and bait alike : 
While Salmon play regardlefs by 
Till Art like Nature forms the Fly. 
Moore. 


When the venerable Matron had pronounced thefe 
lines with a particular Emphafis, fhe fat down with as 
much dignity as fhe rofe, and had the fatisfacion to 
hear fhouts of applaufe from all parts of the Senate- 
Houfe. The fhouts were fo violent they they awaked 
me, 
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